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 I. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 

  A. Briefly describe the total development project 

The City of Bayonne proposed to improve public access to the Newark Bay waterfront 
as well as provide resiliency and educational opportunities through the creation or 
rehabilitation of 1,400 feet of waterfront pathways. The project will connect existing 
waterfront pathways, extending continuous public access to the waterfront and restoring 
and eroded shoreline with a new stone revetment to stabilize the shoreline from future 
erosion.  New exercise equipment, a reconstructed fishing pier, lighting and other 
amenities are proposed.  For site locations see Figure 1 USGS Map and Figure 2 City 
Tax Maps. 

The project site is an existing municipal park (Veterans Park) on the Newark Bay 
waterfront between West 25th  Street and West 27th Street. Once completed, the project 
will connect to a recently-constructed, Green Acres funded, waterfront park that adjoins 
the project to the south. 

 

EXISTING VETERANS PARK SHORELINE 
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B. State objectives of the project 

The project has been designed to create enhanced public access to the Newark Bay 
shoreline, new recreational opportunities, shoreline stabilization, and innovative 
educational opportunities through the City's partnerships with local nature and 
environmental education organizations.  
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II. DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT  

A. Veterans Park Site 

Vegetation  
The site is a developed waterfront park with maintained grass and some street trees.  The 
shoreline consists mostly of rock and debris with limited evidence of existing vegetation.   

Wildlife  
Although the site is subject to some use by transient avian species, it does not exhibit 
characteristics that indicate availability of areas for nesting or foraging.  The NJDEP 
Landscape Mapping (Figure 5) does not indicate records of threatened, endangered species 
habitat on or adjacent to the site.  A request for records of threatened and endangered species 
habitat on the site has been sent to the NJDEP Natural Heritage Program (see Attachment 1).  
Result of the records search will be provided upon receipt. 

Geology, Topography and Soils 
Bayonne is located in the Piedmont Physiographic Province of the State of New Jersey.  The 
NJDEP Geoweb mapping indicates that the site is located in an area with depths of 0 -50 feet 
to bedrock.  The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) soils mapping indicates that 
soil series of the site is entirely LaGuardia Artefactual Coarse Sandy Loam.  NRCS indicates 
that LaGuardia series consists of very deep, well-drained soils and that these soils occur on 
modified landscapes in and urban areas.  
 
Water Resources/Hydrology  
The site fronts on and includes a stabilized rock and debris shoreline along the Newark Bay.  
The Project is located in a flood hazard area (see Figure 3 FEMA FIRM). There are no other 
water resources on or adjacent to the site.  NJDEP GIS mapping does not indicate the 
presence of freshwater or coastal wetlands on the site (see Figure 4 NJDEP Wetlands).  The 
portion of the site below the existing revetment is subject to daily tidal flows from the 
Newark Bay.    
 
Historic/Archeological Resources 
The NJDEP GIS and the National and NJ Registers at 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/hpo/1identify/nrsr_lists/HUDSON.pdf  (referenced on December 19, 
2024) indicate one State historic property adjacent to the project site.   This is Bayonne High 
School to the north (ID#5993).  No other historic districts or historic properties were 
identified on or adjacent to the project site. 

Transportation/Access to Site 
The site abuts an existing developments and is accessed by a loop road around the park, 
called Park Road.  This open access allows pedestrians, vehicles and bicycles open access to 
the park at all times.   

 
 
 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/hpo/1identify/nrsr_lists/HUDSON.pdf
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Adjacent Land Uses/Description of The Surrounding Neighborhood 
The Project is located adjacent to an existing athletic field complex and parking lot.   To the 
East is a residential neighborhood.   To the North of the site is Bayonne High School 
 

III.        ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED ACTION  

A.  Discuss all affected resources and the significance of each impact 
 
Natural Features 
The Project is located on the shoreline of Newark Bay in Bayonne where much of the shoreline 
has been previously developed and was historically claimed by industrial operations.  In current 
conditions these shorelines are severely degraded and debris strewn.  The Project proposes to 
improve the existing and dysfunctional stabilization, thereby protecting the shoreline, restoring 
eroded and degraded areas, and planting coastal-tolerant vegetation.   

Construction of the Project would proceed in accordance with regulations for noise abatement, 
soil erosion/sediment control, and the requirements of approvals from NJDEP Division of Land 
Use as well as the US Army Corps of Engineers.  These approvals provide conditions that will 
ensure that the construction phase, as well as the long term conditions, avoid adverse 
environmental impacts.  The Project is expected to have an overall benefit to the Bay and habitat.   

Threatened Endangered Species 
Screening via the NJDEP Landscape maps indicates there are no records or threatened or 
endangered species habitats on the sites.  It would be expected that the results of the Natural 
Heritage Database Search may indicate that the adjacent Newark Bay supports such habitats.  
However, the Project only proposes limited in-water. It should be noted that the Project will 
replace on existing stormwater outfall that discharges to the Bay but does not result in increased 
discharges to this outfall.  As such, the Project would not be expected to adversely impact 
threatened or endangered species. 
 
Soil Suitability and Erosion Control and Drainage 
NCRS mapping indicates the sites are comprised of soil types associated with fill for previous 
development.  The Project does not propose buildings or other structures that require extensive 
geotechnical analysis or fill.  The project proposes to improved degraded conditions including 
repair of any eroded areas and planting of vegetation that will stabilize the sites. Further, 
construction will proceed in accordance with State and local regulations that avoid/mitigate 
potential for erosion and sedimentation. 
 
Historic Resources/Visual Impacts 
The only historic resource indicated is the Bayonne High School at the northern border of the 
project site.  The Project proposes no activity that would directly or indirectly impact this 
resource.  Further, the Project improves aesthetics on the site and provides increased visual access 
to the waterfront such that it only has positive impacts on this adjacent resource Consultation with 
the State Historic Preservation Office (Attachment 2) has begun and will result in identification of 
any mitigation or required to protect/enhance these resources. 
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Site Access 
The Project will result in increased pedestrian access to the site due to the improved amenities.  
The site is conveniently accessible by a loop Road with ample parking.  Further, the site is 
located within an approximately six-minute walk from public transportation stops on JFK 
Boulevard.  Further, the sites provide access to the Bay via improved access for recreational 
boating. 
 
Nuisances and Hazards 
Review of the NJDEP Geoweb data for Known Contaminated Sites, deed restriction areas, 
underground storage tanks, and chromate sites indicate no known presence of hazardous 
conditions on the site.  Further, there are no nuisance producing land uses adjacent to or in the 
vicinity of the site.  
 
Community and Land Use  
The Project will provide increased and improved public access for the community.  It is 
consistent with and supports the adjacent residential and recreational uses.  It further supports the 
City planning goals for the community to provide improved waterfront access. 
 

B. Discuss short term and long term project impacts 
 
Based upon the above analysis of potential environmental impacts, it can be concluded that the 
potential for adverse impacts would only be temporary and construction related and would be 
mitigated through conditions in the required environmental approvals.  Since the Project serves to 
improve a public open space and improves the environment (both human and natural) through 
eliminating dangerous conditions and cleaning up a degraded shoreline for use by the public, no 
adverse impact would be expected.  The Project would result in only beneficial impacts to the 
sites and the surrounding uses and would provide open space and recreational uses that are 
consistent with the goals of the Green Acres Program. 
 

C. Discuss anticipated increase in recreation and overall use of site over time 

The express purpose of the Project is to improve and expand public walkways surrounded by 
improved open space.  The project includes provisions for public seating, improved access for 
recreational boating and fishing and overall access to the Newark Bay.  Since the Project will 
encourage active and passive recreation opportunities and preserve an improved open space, as 
well as, provide access to surrounding parks, the Project can be expected to increase public use of 
the sites and improve public access to the adjacent park uses.  Therefore, this Project is consistent 
with the goals of the Green Acres Program.  

D. Identify adjacent environmental features that may be affected by the proposal 

The sites are located in an urban and disturbed environment with development on three sides.  
The only natural environmental feature is the Newark Bay. The project improves the existing 
revetment adjacent to the Bay and an existing stormwater outfall.  It improves eroded areas and 
stabilizes the upland and shoreline areas thereby supporting function of the Bay; resulting in only 
beneficial effects on environmental features. 
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E. List any permits required for project 

NJDEP Waterfront Development 
Confirmation of Tidelands Conveyances 
US Army Corp of Engineers Section 404 Permits 
Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Certification  

IV. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION  

A.  Identify alternate sites  

The Project goal is to improve City-owned and degraded waterfront property and to extend  
existing public waterfront walkways that are adjacent to the project sites.   Therefore, alternate 
sites would not be feasible. 

B.  Discuss alternate levels and types of development 

No-Action Alternative – If no action is taken, the existing waterfront access and dock will 
continue to erode and waterfront access will be substantially degrade and be unsafe. 

“Hard” Stabilization Alternative – The shoreline could be alternatively stabilized with a steel 
bulkhead.  This type of stabilization is discouraged by NJDEP and ACOE when more 
ecologically-friendly alternatives (e.g. rock revetment or living shoreline) are available.  
Therefore, it was eliminated from consideration. 

“Soft” Stabilization Alternative - An alternative development would be to stabilize the shoreline 
with a soft solution (e.g. wetland plantings, living shoreline, etc.).  The wave energy at the subject 
site is too energetic for such a solution to survive; therefore, it was eliminated from consideration.    

Preferred Alternative – The preferred alternative stabilizes the shoreline with a rock revetment 
that is appropriately designed for the wave conditions present at the site. 

B. Compare environmental impacts of each alternative  

The above analysis clearly indicates the Project would not result in adverse impacts, and in fact, 
provides beneficial environmental and community impacts.  The No Action alternative would not 
provide these benefits and would likely result in continued degradation of the sites.  Other 
alternatives may result in some improvement to environmental conditions on the site, but would 
result in waterfront properties that are only minimally accessed and utilized.  Since these 
alternatives have no less adverse impact than the Project, this analysis concludes the Project is the 
most beneficial to both the environment and the community.  

V. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the Project as proposed is not expected to adversely impact either the natural or 
human environment.  The Project supports the goals and intentions of the Green Acres Program 
in that it provides improved public open space and recreation opportunities.   
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State of New Jersey  
Department o f  Environmental Protection 

Natural Heritage Data Request Form 
The New Jersey Natural Heritage Program - Office of Natural Lands Management 

Mail Code 501-04, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 
Phone: (609) 984-1339; Fax: (609) 984-1427 

Please print clearly. All sections are required. 

1. Name: __________________________________ Agency/Company: _______________________________ 

Billing Address: ______________________________  City, State, Zip: _____________________________ 

Phone:  E-mail:

2. Project Name &/or Project Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Municipality(ies): _____________________________  County(ies): ________________________________ 

Block(s):  _____________________________  Lot(s): ____________________________________ 

Coordinates (NAD 1983 State Plane feet [6 digits] or Lat/Long): 

E(x) / Longitude:    N(y) / Latitude: 

3. Project Description:  _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Mapping
Information:

Please provide a map showing the project boundary (e.g., USGS quad, aerial imagery, street map, tax 
or parcel map with block and lot, etc.). Responses will be delayed if site locations are not clearly 
delineated. Alternatively, you may submit electronic GIS data (e.g., shapefile, geodatabase, 
*.kml/kmz, etc.) by attaching it to your email submittal. 

Site Location Map Included:                     Yes  No 

Electronic GIS Data Files Included:    Yes    No 

USGS quad name (if known):      

5. Riparian Zone or
FHACA

Is this request submitted as part of a Riparian Zone width determination  Yes  No 
(e.g., Flood Hazard Area Control Act application N.J.A.C. 7:13)? 

6. Acknowledgement
& Signature

Any material supplied by the Office of Natural Lands Management will not be published without 
crediting the Natural Heritage Database as the source of the material. It is understood that there will 
be a charge of $70.00 per hour for the services requested. An invoice will be sent with the request 
response. Please pay by check or money order (credit card not accepted) payable to: 
“DEP – Office of Natural Lands Management” (please do not reference “NJ State Treasury”). 

Signed:  Date: 

Time Frame for Response: 
Data requests are processed in the order in which they are received; PLEASE ALLOW AT LEAST 30 DAYS FOR A RESPONSE. 
All responses will be emailed to the address provided above unless other arrangements are specifically requested.  

Please Submit Completed Forms And Attachments To The Following Email Address:  NATLANDS@DEP.NJ.GOV .  You may also fax your 
data request to: (609) 984-1427. If you would like to send in your data request via regular mail, please use the following address: 

NJDEP Office of Natural Lands Management 
Mail Code 501-04, PO Box 420 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Item Code:  REG____ ST ____ NC ____   Hrs: 

Project Code:    _____________   ______________________  Inv. #:  Revised February 2022 2    -  

mailto:natlands@dep.nj.gov
paul@watermenllc.com
Draft



Watermen, LLC 

6 Industrial Way West, Suite E-16 

                                                                                             Eatontown, NJ 07724 

  973-809-0264 

www.watermenllc.com 

 

 

W:\Bayonne\Vet Park\EA for Vet\SHPO vet park.doc                                                                                                                                                                  

December 19, 2024 

 

Via Email:   NJHPO@dep.nj.gov  

 

NJDEP Historic Preservation Office 

Mail Code 501-04B PO Box 420 

Trenton, NJ  08625-0420 

 

RE: SHPO REVIEW 

 VETERAN’S PARK 

BLOCCK 21, LOTS 2 & 2.04 

CITY OF BAYONNE, HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

The City of Bayonne is pursuing a grant to complete a rehabilitation of Veterans Park.   This will include the 

construction of a public access walkway and shoreline stabilization.  Other amenities include a reconstructed 

fishing pier, lighting, site amenities, exercise equipment and a shade structure.  The project encompasses a City-

owned property on the Newark Bay in the City of Bayonne, Hudson County, New Jersey.   

In order to prepare the State-required environmental assessment and future permit applications we are requesting 

that your office review the project for impacts to resources that or either listed or eligible for listing on the New 

Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places.   We have noted that NJDEP Geoweb indicates that the nearest 

historical site is the Bayonne Senior High School (ID#5993) at 669 Avenue A.   The Project does not propose any 

direct disturbance to these resources. Enclosed is the project location outlined on the USGS Map. 

If you should have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

(973)809-0264 or paul@watermenllc.com.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Paul Calabrese. P.E. 

Vice President 

 

 

 

  



New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 

Email Submittal Form 

HPO USE ONLY Project#: 
Date Rcvd: Date Due: 

Assigned: 
Rev. 7/2023 

I. REVIEW DETAILS
New Request? Yes No (Prior HPO Project Number: ) 

Project / Property Name: 

Location: County: Municipality: Multiple: 
Street Address: 

Block: Lot: Latitude: Longitude: 

Review Type: (Check all that apply) 
Section 106: Initiation Identification Assess Effects Resolve Adverse Effects Mitigation 
NJ Register Project Authorization 
National Register: Preliminary App. COE Request Draft Nom. Revised Draft Nom. Other 
DEP Review: FWW CAFRA UW/WD SRP Other 
Technical Assistance 
Other (Please Describe): 

Description: 

II. CONTACT DETAILS

Name: 
Organization: 

Mailing Address: 
City/State/Zip: / / 

Phone: Email: 
III. ATTACHMENTS Check all that apply: 
Please email this form and PDF attachments to: 

NJHPO@dep.nj.gov 

IMPORTANT: There is a maximum email size limit of 25 
MB to the NJHPO email account. If supporting 
documentation exceeds 25 MB, check the box below to 
request a temporary OneDrive upload link. 

REQUEST UPLOAD LINK:     

Please refrain from submitting duplicate hard copy 
documentation when using this form. Some processes 
may require follow-up submission of hard copy originals; 
HPO will notify the requestor when applicable. 

Cover Letter or Transmittal Memo (Required) 
Detailed Description/Scope of Work 
Location Map 
Forms (Nomination, NJ Register Review, ITC, etc.) 
Site/Project Plans 
Project Specifications 
Digital Images 
Reports 
Other (Please describe): 

All attachments should be in PDF format. 
IV. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

mailto:NJHPO@dep.nj.gov


 

 

New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 
Email Submittal Form 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Please fill out review requests on the Email Submittal Form with as much detail as possible as it pertains to your 
situation and request type. All submittals will be processed in the order in which they are received, and in most 
cases you will be notified via email of the assigned HPO Project Number and OneDrive link (if requested). 
Detailed instructions for each section of the form are provided below. 

I. REVIEW DETAILS 

• New Request: Check YES to indicate that this is a new submittal to HPO or NO if this a continuation of a 
review previously submitted to HPO. 

• Prior HPO Project Number: Include the prior HPO Project Number, if known.  
• Project/Property Name: Provide the name of the project or property for which this submission is being 

made. 
• Location: Provide the physical location of the project or property for which this submission is being 

made. 
o County: Primary NJ County in which the project or property is located. 
o Municipality: Primary NJ Municipality in which the project or property is located. 
o Multiple: Check to indicate when the project or property is located in multiple municipalities 

and list the additional locations in the Description below. 
o Street Address: Physical street address for the project or property. 
o Block/Lot: Primary tax parcel identifier; List additional tax parcels in the Description below. 
o Latitude/Longitude: For cases where Street Address and/or Block/Lot do not provide sufficient 

detail about the physical location, include the latitude and longitude coordinates for the 
location.  

• Review Type: Check to indicate the review type(s) and sub-type(s) for which submission is being made. 
Check all that apply: 

o Section 106: Federal undertakings pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act. Check also 
the appropriate phase(s) of Section 106 that apply to the current submission: Initiation, 
Identification, Assess Effects, Resolve Adverse Effects. 

o NJ Register Project Authorization: State, County, or Local undertakings pursuant to the NJ 
Register of Historic Places Act. 

o National Register: Documentation for nomination of historic resources to the NJ and National 
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